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to train the children in the process of dramatiza- 
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He interprets past customs and recommends 
many new and definite practices for the 
direction of the child's religious ideals and 
activities. 
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for those outside of scholastic circles. But this book is one of that few. * reaoing 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN 
THEOPHAGY 

By PRESERVED SMITH, PH.D. 

Pages, 223 Cloth, Price $2.00 

"In proportion as the knowledge of history becomes more profound 
and intelligent," says the great French scholar, Gabriel Monod, "an ever 
larger place is given to the study of religious beliefs, doctrines, and institutions." 
But, continues the same authority, the study of these phenomena is as yet very 
backward, partly because of the intrinsic difficulty of the subject, partly because 
the fear of wounding others' feelings or of exciting their prejudices prevents 
many investigators from cultivating this field in a scientific spirit. The present 
work attempts to subject to rational analysis and objective consideration 
one of the most interesting and fundamental of Christian doctrines. The 
author, who writes sine ira et studio, as one who has no party to serve and no 
cause to advance save that of truth, cooly exhibits the history of the idea of 
the sacrificed and eaten god from its obscure dawn in primitive times to its 
evening twilight in the present. 

The practice of eating a god in the form of first-fruits or of a divine animal 
originated in ancient times, and attained an extraordinary development in 
the Mystery Religions of the Greeks, in the cults of Attis, of Adonis, of Osiris, 
of Dionysus, of Demeter, and of other Saviour Gods. From these cults the 
idea was borrowed by Paul and, against opposition of the Jewish Christians, 
fastened on the church. The history of the dogma, after the first centuries 
of our era, has been the story of attempts to explain it. Transubstantiation 
and the doctrine of the sacrifice of the mass were not, as commonly by Protes- 
tants and rationalists they are said to be, the inept inventions of a barbarous 
age, but were the first endeavors to reason about and philosophically to 
elucidate beliefs formerly accepted with naive simplicity. The hardest 
battles over the dogma came in the Reformation period, which accordingly 
bulks large in the present work. While Luther, Calvin, and other prominent 
Reformers believed in a real presence, but tried to give its mode new explana- 
tions, other more advanced spirits, Honius, Carlstadt, Swingli, Tyndale, and 
their fellows, adopted the view, now prevalent in Protestant communions, 
that the eucharistic bread and wine were mere symbols. After the heat of 
the sixteenth-century controversies, Zwinglian or rationalist views were 
quietly adopted by most Christians, though here and there high sacramentalism 
survived or was revived. 

Rightly understood the present study will be appreciated as a scientific 
essay in the field of comparative religion, and as furnishing a rational explana- 
tion of much that is most delicate and important in the history of Christianitv. 
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The Religion of the Psalms aims to give an understanding of the 
purpose for which the Psalms were written and of their function in the 
Jewish community. Its point of view is that the religion of the Psalms 
cannot be understood apart from some general knowledge of the conditions 
amid which they were written and the needs they were intended to satisfy. 
Only after one has learned the original significance of the Psalter is he in a 
position to use it intelligently for the instruction and comfort of his own 
generation. 

The Psalms are a record of the inner religious life of the later Jews. 
They show how the saints of that period met the problems of the spiritual 
life in their day. In so far as our needs are the same as theirs and in so 
far as they put their own experience on record the Psalms become for us 
a store of moral and spiritual wisdom. As we see the influences that operated 
to produce certain hopes and fears, we are enabled to determine more accu- 
rately the validity of those reactions and to control our own minds and hearts 
accordingly. 

The faith of the Psalmists in the presence of appalling difficulties and 
dangers is a constant marvel. To read the record of their loyalty stimu- 
lates our own. Faith kindles faith. 

Each chapter is rich in information and suggestions for the person who 
desires greater knowledge about the Psalms. Every minister will find here 
material which will open up the treasure house of the Psalms and thus 
increase the pleasure and profit of their use for devotional and sermonic 
purposes. 

$1.75, postpaid $1.85 
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